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1. (Currently Amended) A method for fusing two adjacent bones or pieces of bone, the 
method comprising; 

removabl y securin g a d istal end of an inserter to an adjustable fusion imp lant: 
positioning an the adjustable fusion implant between two adjacent bones or pieces 
of bone; 



couples with the expanded fusion implant: and 

disconnecting the inserter from the fusion imslant 

2, (Original) A method as recited in claim 1, wherein the act of positioning comprises 
placing the adjustable fusion implant between two adjacent vertebrae. 



expanding 




ted-wi thin the fusion implant so as to expand 



the fusion implant between the bones or pieces of bone; and 



*fefflevi»g4h^^ fiioion implant 

sliding a reinforcing m ember along th e inserter so that the reinforcing memher 



Claims 3 and 4, (Cancelled) 
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5. (Currently Amended) A method as recited in claim 1, wherein the fusion implant has 
a first plate and an opposing second plate with a compartment formed therebetween, the method 
further comprising inserting a the reinforcing member between the first plate and the second 



6. (Currently Amended) A method as recited in claim i, further comprising inserting *he 
a portion of tfce a tool used to expand the fusion implant within the fusion implant prior to the act 
of positioning the adjustable fosion implant, 

7. (Original) A method as recited in claim 1, further comprising at least partially 
packing the fusion implant with an osteogenic substance after the fusion implant is expanded. 



plate after 




the fusion implant has been expande d. 
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8. (Currently Amended) A method for fusing two adjacent bones or pieces of bone, the 
method comprising: 

removably securing a dist al end of an inserter to an ad justable fusion implant: 
positioning m the adjustable fusion implant between two adjacent bones or pieces 

of bone, t he f u sion implant comprising a first pinto and an opposing second plato ; and 

expanding a portion of a tool inserted b e tween t h o firs t p l ot o and th o second plate 

of the fu s ion implant go m to expand th e fuGion i mplant betwe e n th e b on e s or piec e s of 

/*> y» /-V Hi ri 

removing the tool from -t h e- ex pan d e xf ^ut^^ 

sliding an expansi on tool along the in serter so that at least a p ortion of the 
S2a^jjontooj is removably received within the fasion implant the expansion tool being 
adapted to facilitate expansion of the fusion imp lant, 

9. (Original) A method as recited in claim 8, wherein the act of positioning comprises 
placing the adjustable fusion implant between two adjacent vertebrae. 

10. (Cancelled) 

1 1 . (Currently Amended) A method as recited in claim +9 & further comprising: 

sliding a reinforcing member along the inserter so that the reinforcing member 
couples with the expanded fusion implant; and 

disconnecting the inserter from the fusion implant, 
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12. (Currently Amended) A method as recited in claim 8, further comprising inserting a 
reinforcing member into the fusion implant between the first plat o and tho s econd plate after the 
expansion tool has been removed from the fusion implant. 

13. (Currently Amended) A method as recited in claim 8, further comprising i nserting 
wh^n the portion of the expansion tool is inserted within the fusion impfant prior to the act of 
positioning the adjustable fusion implant. 

14. (Original) A method as recited in claim 8, further comprising at least partially 
packing the fusion implant with an osteogenic substance after the fusion implant is expanded. 
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1 5. (Currently Amended) A method for fusing two vertebrae, the method comprising; 

mechanically interlocking an inserter to an adjustable fusion implant Such that the 
inserter is temporarily fixed to the fosion implant; 

positioning the adjustable fusion implant bet ween two adj acent bones or pieces of 

frone; 

expanding the fusion implant between the bones or pieces of bone: 
coupling a reinforcing member to th e expanded fusion implan t us ing the inserter 
as a guide for the reinforcing member: and 

disconnecting the inse rter fro m the fusion implant. 

forming ^- fiosteBor- opening through a b aefc-of-a pe rso n go a s to oxposo two 
v e rtebrae, the two vertebrae having -* - wed ged shap e gap formed -th e rebetween that 
enlarge s anteriorl y toward a front of the person; 

inserting on adjustabl e fu s ion imp l an t t h rough the posterior op e ning - and into the 

gap fo rm e d betw ee n the vertebrae, the fusion implant having a wed g e s h aped 

con figur ation tha t ettlaggefr-fee m a proximal e nd to a di s tal e nd, the dist al e nd o f the 
fusion implant b eing ins e rte d first into die gap formed b e tw e en t h s- vertobroo; and 

expanding th e fiision implant dtspoo c d b e tw ee n v ert ebra e such t hat the fusion 
i mplant maintains a wedge shaped conf i guration ^ 

16. (Original) A method as recited in claim 15, wherein the act of expanding comprises: 

expanding at feast a portion of a tool within the fusion implant so as to selectively 
expand the fusion implant; and 

removing the tool from within the fiision implant 
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17. (Original) A method as recited in claim 16, further comprising inserting the portion 
of the tool within the Aisioxi implant prior to the act of inserting the adj ustable fusion implant, 

18. (Currently Amended) A method as recited in claim 15, wherein the fusion implant 
has a first plate and an opposing second plate with a compartment formed therebetween, the 
method further comprising inserting a the reinforcing member between the first plate and the 
second plate after the fusion implant has been expanded. 

19. (Original) A method as recited in claim I8 y wherein the reinforcing member is 
inserted within the compartment of the fusion implant. 

Cancel claim 20 

2 K (Original) A method as recited in claim 20, wherein the act of expanding comprises: 
expanding at least a portion of a tool within the housing so as to selectively 

expand the housing; and 

removing the tool from within the housing. 
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Cancel claim 22 

23. (Currently Amended) A method as recited in claim 20 22, wherein the act of sliding 
the reinforcing member comprises: 

advancing a tubular push rod over a proximal end of the inserter; and 
moving the push rod along the inserter so that the push rod advances the 
reinforcing member into at least a portion of the compartment, 

24. {Currently Amended) A method as recited in claim 30 22, wherein the act of sliding 
the reinforcing member comprises: 

removably connecting a distal end of a tubular push rod to the reinforcing 
member; and 

Advancing tho reinforcing memb e r and tubular p ush-r o d o v er o proximal end of 
th e inserters and 

moving the push rod along the inserter so that the push rod advances the 
reinforcing member into at least a portion of the compartment. 

25. (Currently Amended) A method as recited in claim 24, further comprising: 

removing the inserter from within tho push rod ; and 

delivering bone graft through the tubular push rod and into the compartment, 

26. (New) A_method as recited in claim L wherein the fusion cage is expanded bv 
removably inserting a tool within the fusion case. 
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27. (New) A method as recited in claim 1 .. wherein a push r od is re movably connected to 
the reinforcing member prior to sliding the reinforcing member along the inserter. 

28. (New) A method as recited in claim 8. wherein at le a st a portion of the inserter is 
threadedlv connected to the fusion imp lant. 

29. (New) A method as recited in claim 8 , further comprising expanding the portion of 
the expansion tool within t he f usion implant. 

30. (New) A m^hod as recited in claim 8. wherein the f usion implant is expanded when 
the expansion tool is received within the fusion implant. 

31 (Ne w ) A metho d as recited in claim IS, wh erein mechanically interlocking an 
inserter to an adjustable fu sion impl ant comprises threadedlv connect ing a t least a portion of the 
inserter to the fosion implant. 

32, (New) A method as recited in claim 15. wherein the fusion implant is expanded bv 
inserting an expansion tool within the fusion implant. 

33. (New) A method as recited in claim 15. further comprising removably connecting a 
push rod to the reinforcing member prior to coupling the reinforcing member to the expanded 
fusion implant 
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34. (New) A method as recited m cjajm 33. further comp rising th readedlv connecting 
the push rod to the reinforcing member. 



35. (New) A method as recited in cl *im 33. farther comprising using the push rod to 
slide the reinforcing member along the inserter. 



36. (New) A method as recited in claim 15. further comprising pac king the reinforcing 
member with an osteogenic substanc e prior to coupling the reinforcing member to the fusinn 
implant. 



